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The plan of the Hussite King, George of Podebrady, in the
fifteenth century, suggesting a union of European princes
" pro pace et unione ** was the first example of a European
ruler favouring voluntary participation in a collective plan for
peace. Komensky was in this tradition when in 1667 he urged
in his Angel of Peace the rulers of Western Europe to join, in
the interests of general peace, in establishing peace courts and
organs for international consultation and arbitration. Palacky
in 1848 suggested "that a general European Congress of
Nations be summoned for the discussion of all international
questions, being thoroughly convinced that free nations will
more easily come to agreement than paid diplomats."

It would be difficult to name any statesman or political
leader who, during the interbellum period, more consistently
or more ably represented this tradition of international
mutuality and reciprocal assurance of peace and justice than
Benes. His patient and effective work at the League of Nations
in this direction gained him a name for working miracles of
adjustment between disputant League members. All his con-
ciliatory activity was motivated by the same single principle,
that the nations of Europe, in their own interest, must live
with their neighbours in understanding and sincerity. Every
separate disagreement must be viewed in the light of the larger
principle. The very simplicity and consistency of his adher-
ence to the broad principles of a democratic world upon which
the League had founded set him apart from most of the states-
men at Geneva. He was far from blind to the shortcomings
in the functioning of the League. But one of the more
effective ways to make any humanly constituted organism
work is to emphasize and employ its better features. This
approach is a part of what BeneS so frequently refers to as
Czechoslovakia's policy of (optimism.3

There is no statesman in the world to-day who has less
reason to fear lest pronouncements or decisions made ten or
twenty years ago might be brought forward to accuse him